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July 27, 1995
MONTANA POLL SHOWS STRONG SUPPORT FOR RACICOT RE-ELECTION
MISSOULA Governor Marc Racicot’s decision to run for re-election, rather than for the U.S. Senate
seat currently held by Max Baucus, meets with approval from most Montanans, according to the
latest Montana Poll conducted by The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic
Research.
Support among Montanans for Racicot’s re-election also appears relatively high at this stage
of the campaign, especially compared to that expressed for Sen. Baucus and President Bill Clinton,
who are also expected to run for re-election, according to Susan Selig Wallwork, director of the
poll and other BBER survey research.
For this edition of the Montana Poll, the Bureau interviewed 402 adult Montanans statewide
June 22-27, 1995.
Roughly six respondents in ten (63 percent) said they preferred that Gov. Racicot run for
re-election rather than challenge Baucus for his Senate seat. While Sen. Baucus has yet to
formally announce his plans, most political observers expect him to run again, and only 14 percent
of the Montana Poll respondents wanted Gov. Racicot to challenge Baucus for that seat. The rest
(23 percent) were undecided. On this question, both Democrats and Republicans agreed, as did all
other Montanans across the board, Wallwork said.
Montanans were also asked how they would vote, and roughly six in ten (63 percent) said
-more-

Pollgov.rl -- 2
they would vote to re-elect Gov. Racicot, she said. A few (16 percent) said they would consider
someone else, but only 3 percent claimed they would definitely vote to replace him. Eighteen
percent were undecided.
Racicot’s re-election support was only somewhat higher among Republicans than among
Democrats (72 percent vs. 62 percent), Wallwork said. However, it was noticeably higher among
males than among females (72 percent vs. 56 percent). His re-election support also increased
noticeably with education and income, with the highest support expressed by college graduates (73
percent) and those at the high end of the income scale (77 percent). Interestingly, she said, all but
one of the few who said they would vote to replace Racicot were Republicans and Independents.
Re-election support among Montanans was less pronounced for Sen. Baucus and President
Clinton, according to poll results. Roughly three in ten said they would vote to re-elect Baucus if
the election were held now, but at least as many -- 33 percent — said that they would consider
someone else. Only 17 percent said they would definitely vote to replace him, while 19 percent
were undecided. Not surprisingly, the strongest re-election support for Baucus came from
Democrats (55 percent), but almost a fourth said they would consider someone else, Wallwork
said. Roughly two Republicans in ten (17 percent) said they would vote to re-elect Baucus.
As for the president, two Montanans in ten (20 percent) said they would vote to re-elect
Clinton, while about four in ten (39 percent) would consider someone else. Three in ten (31
percent) said they would definitely vote to replace him, and only 10 percent claimed to be
undecided. Clinton’s strongest re-election support also came from Montana’s Democrats — 43
percent. Thirty-five percent said they would consider another candidate, while only about one in
ten (14 percent) said they would vote to replace him if voting now. Among Montana Republicans,
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about six in ten (62 percent) said they would vote to replace Clinton, and three in ten (31 percent)
would at least consider someone else. Still, 4 percent of the Republicans said they would vote to
re-elect Clinton.
Despite the lukewarm re-election support for President Clinton, a good share of Montanans
believe it’s better to have the Congress and the presidency under the control of different parties, as
is the case now. Almost five in ten (47 percent) feel such separation is better. However, almost a
fourth (24 percent), said it would be better to have them under the control of the same party.
Roughly three in ten (29 percent) were undecided.
Interestingly, Wallwork said, it was Montana’s Republicans who indicated slightly more
support for national control by different parties (50 percent, compared to only 44 percent among
Montana Democrats), despite what many Republicans hailed as a successful state legislative session
this year, in which Republicans controlled both the executive and legislative branches.
The Montana Poll’s statewide sample was drawn using the bureau’s two-stage random
sampling process that generates a representative cross-section of Montana’s adult population. Its
random digit telephone sampling program generates a statewide sample of telephone numbers,
proportionate with the distribution of households in the state. A second random sampling
procedure is then used to select one adult respondent in each household, taking into account the
number and gender of adults in the household. The total sample (all respondents) has a potential
maximum error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points. The error margin for any subgroups
would be larger depending on the size of the group.
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Sample:

Adult Montanans, statewide (n=402)

Interview dates:
Topic:

June 22-28, 1995

Montana Election Outlook 1996 - Governor Marc Racicot

Ali things considered, would you prefer that Governor Racicot challenge Senator Baucus for
Montana’s U.S.Senate seat, or that he run for re-election as Montana’s Governor?
All
Democrats
Republicans
Respondents
_(n=100)
(n=1201
(n=4021
Challenge Baucus for U.S. Senate

14%

20%

14%

Run for re-election

65%

63%

63%

Undecided

21%

17%

23%

If you were voting now, would you most likely vote to re-elect Governor Racicot,
would you consider someone else, or would you definitely vote to replace him?
Vote to re-elect

63%

Consider someone else

16%

Definitely vote to replace him
Undecided

NOTE:

3%
18%

Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding.
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